The Post War Decade
This point of view appears to be substantially correct since one
of the main reasons behind the reluctance of the United States
to make arrangements "too quickly" to supply the oil urgently-
needed by Europe was her apprehension that she might thereby
infuriate the Arab nations "which held huge reservoirs of oil leased
to Americans".82 The supply of oil to Europe was restored only
after the U.N. resolution had been obeyed and the troops with-
drawn. The British and French forces were almost within the
reach of their goal — which was the seizure of the Suez Canal area
— when they were ordered to pull back and the two governments
agreed to a ceasefire. Israel also pulled back her troops from the
Gaza strip and the Gulf of Aqaba as a 6aOOO-man U.N. peace-
keeping force moved into positions to police the boundary be-
tween Egypt and Israel. But she received no guarantees that there
would be no resumption of raids by the irregular commando forces
across the Gaza strip or the blockade of the Suez Canal once again
by Egypt. Israel, however, made it clear that she would be entitled
to exercise the right of self-defence in case of interference with
her ships in the Gulf of Aqaba. To assure Israel of her right of
navigation across the Gulf, Secretary of State Dulles stated in an
aide memoire that "the United States believes the Gulf of Aqaba
comprehends international waters and that no nation has the right
to prevent free and innocent passage in the Gulf and through the
Straits giving access thereto".83 The United States also made a
commitment not to allow any interference in navigation over the
Suez Canal.84
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83	Department of State Bulletin, vol. 36, 11 March 1957, p. 393.    For
the text of the Aide Memoire see Appendix VL
84	This undertaking was given by President Dwight D. Eisenhower at a
television appearance in February 1957.   Yet, when Nasser reimposed the
blockade of the Suez Canal in 1959 for Israeli ships and goods, neither
the United States nor the United Nations could muster sufficient courage
or resolve to deter him.
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